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any light 
aftectatio ;, 
or out of a 
Croſſe humoyr of 
vainly ſtriving againſt 
the ſtreame, (my wit- 
nefle 1sin Heaven ;) 
but out of a care to 


approve my faithful- 
Az neſs. 
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neſs to Gods Church, 
have I ndenaben 
_ this ſubſet. Mine 
eyes tell me too plain- 
ly, that an Apoſtoli- 
call Inſtirution 1s pal- 
pably neglected ; and 
my heart tels me, "both 
how infinitely adyan- 
tageous , and benefi- 
ciall, the practiſe of it, 
if duly revived, might 
be to the Church of 
Chriſt ; and how ex- 
tream loſers , Gods 
People are by the 


want 


want of it. I durſtnor 
therefore but impart 
theſe thoughts to the 
world before | leave 
it ; humbly recom- 
mending the tothe ſe- 
rious conſideration of 
all wel-affeted Chrti- 
ſtians ; who ſhall ſoon 
find, upon theſe poor 
fuggeſtions,how hap- 
py it were, if in this 
caſe, we could walke 
with an even footinthe 
mid-way betwixtRo- 
miſh Superſtition,and 


Az pro- 


fane negle&t. The 
God of Heaven make 
us wile to Salvation ; 
and guide our feet 1n- 
to the way of Peace. 
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Impoſition of Hands. 


SS>5{4.>$ T is no ſmall won- SefF. x, 
16) [oa der to me, that 
D1 [=> amongſt all thoſe 
great wits of the 
later times, that 
have ſo curiouſly pried into all 
the corners of Apoſtolicall In- 
ſtirutions and practiſes, I conld 
meet with no one, that hath ſo 
much as taken notice of this, 
of the Impoſition of Hands ; 
which yet, all the while, lay {o 
broad open before them, as that 
the Doarine thereof is by the 
Apoſtle reckoned amongſt the 
firſt Principles of Chriſtian 
Religion : Is it for that men 
are unwilling to know ſome 
B Truths, 


Py 


lebr, 6.2, 


= Y Cor. 3+ 
{ 10, 


Impoſition of hands. 
Truths, whoſe unpleafing con- 
{ſequences they would be loath 
toown * Or, is it that they are 
carried away with ſo high a pre- 
Judice againſt this practice., by 
reaſon of rhe extreme abuſe of 
it, as that they are afraid toen- 
tertain any thoughts concern- 
ing it * However it be,certain- 
ly the Spirit of God bath not 
oubred to place this amidſt 
the rank of the cleareſt and 
moſt concerning verities z and 
amoneſt ſuch, as are eſſentially 
fundamentall to our Chriftian 
Prefefſion ; joyning it together 
with thoſe main Principles of 
Faith, Repentance, Baptiſme, 
Reſurre&ion and Judgment : 
W hat ſhall we ſay then £ Dare 
any Chriſtian preſume to ſay 
thatrhe Apoſtle, the great and 
wife Miaitcr-build:r of the 
Chnrch, miſtook the forndati- 
on whereon he built 2 Or, dare 
any 


Impoſttion of hands. 

any prefumptuous ſoul ſingle 
hi 5 Article from the reſt 
as mecrly temporary , when all 
the reſt are granted to be of e- 
ternall uſe? Can there be any 
time wherein Faith, and Re- 
pentance from dead works , 
ſhall not be neceflary, both for 
knowledge and practice « Can 
it be, that Baptiſme ſhould be 
ever out of date £ Canthe Do- 
frine of the Reſurreion from 
the dead, and of the Jaſt Judg- 
ment, be ever unſcaſonable,and 
ſuper- annated « How, or why 
then ſhould that of Impoſition 
of Hands, which is indiviſibly 
marſhalled with all theſe , by 
the bleſſed Apoſtle, be ſhuffled 
out from the reſt, as arbitrary, 
and alrogether unneceſlary ? 


y_y then forgranted, Se&.2. 


that the Apoſtle accounts the 
Doarine & praRtice of the Im- 
B 2: poſi- 
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Impoſition of haxas. 
poſition of Hands, to be both 
of excellent uſe, and, as then, 
of great importance and nece(- 
fity inthe Church of God: Let 
us inquire, in the next place, 
what is meant by this ſo requi- 
ſite Impoſition , and of what 
kind it is. Befides that <xtra- 
ordinary act of laying on the 
hand for curing of diſeaſes and 
infirmities , praiſed by our 
bleſſed Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, and for conveying the 
Holy Ghoſt in a miraculous 
way ; in the Primitive times 
there were three occaſions and 
uſages of Impoſition of Hands; 
in caſes of, 1.Confirmation, 2 of 
Ordination, 3.ot Abſolution & 
re-admifſion of Penitents. That 
the firſt of thelc is here inten- 
ded, not only all Antiquity, 
but all late Interpreters (except 
ſome few Straglers ) do unani- 
mouſlly agree : neither indeed 
can 
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Impoſition of hands. 5 
can it, with any probability, be 
taken of either of rhe other ; 
Not of Ordination : What 
ſhould Novices have to do with 
that buſineſle now in the Pri- 
mer of their Chriſtianity? Their 
Teachers were only concerned 
herein, not the Puiſnes in that 
School of Chriſt : Not of re- 
admiſhon of Penitents, the ce- 
remony whereof (for ought we 
can find ) began not till after 
the Apoſtles: Doubtleſle there- 
fore of Confirmation ; for 
which cauſe alſo {( as Calvis cr, in 
well noreth ) it is paired toge- /ocun. 
ther with Baptiſme, as an ordi- 
nary ſubſequent thereof : So as 
this practice thus hinted by the 
Apoſtle, and made good / as 
we thall hereafter ſhew) by the 
conſtant Tradition of all fol- 
lowing times , is plainly deri- 
ved, even by Mr. Calvins own 
| confeſhon , from no leſſe then 


B3 Apo- 


Impoſition of hands. 
Apoſtolicall Inſtitution. 


It hath been thelot of this 


|" - Gered Rite 60 fall jnco iff 


hands, & to be foully wronged 
by a double extreme ; the one, 
of Exceſſc ; rhe other , of De- 
tect. 

The Exceſle, in a ſuperſtiti- 
ous over-doing , and over- 
valuing it ; the Defe&t, ina 
negleftive diſ-eſtimation ; both 
which muſt be clearly evicted 
and quit , ere we can preſent 
this holy Ordinance to the be- 
holder, in its native beauty and 
perfeRion : Firſt then, it is an 
injurious Excefle of reſpet 
that is given to Confirmation, 
by them , who have advanced 
it into the rank of Sacraments, 
forcing upon it that honour 
which it never originally affe- 
Qed, and which it utterly (with 
due modeſtie)refuſeth to under- 
Soc, To. 


impoſition of hands, 7 

To make up: a Chriſtian Sa- ,,,,. , 
crament, Cardinall Be/armime saran. 
himſelf ſticks not to: profeſſc confirm4.s 
three things to be neceſſarily 77102; 
required : Firſt, a promiſe of wane. 
Grace; Secondly, a ſenſible 
ſign , together with a word , 
whereby that promiſe is ap- 
plyed , Thirdly, a command 
from God, cnjoyning the mi- 
niſtration of it: Now after all 
his confident undertaking , 
where arc all, where arc any of 
theſe to be found in this buſt- 
neſle of Confirmation ? 

For the promiſe , he tels us 
of the Comforter , whom our 
Lord Jeſus pre-ingaged hime 
ſelf ro ſend ; and of that gra- 
cious word, at his laſt farewell, 
Ye ſhall receive power, after that 
the Huly Ghoſt & come upon you : 
But-what is this to the particu- 
lar at of Confirmation ? All 
this might well have beene, 

| Bug and 


AQ.18, 
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KY:vall. 
Candcdlab, 

Wir. de Sac. 
Conf. Tit. 3. 


Impoſition of hands. 


and yet no hands impoſed , no 
Confirmation implyed. Well 
might this promiſe confirm the 
Apoſtles in a confident expe- 
tation of {ſome miraculous 
work to be wrovght upon 
them , but could give no inti- 
mation of a new Sacrament to 
be erected; no ſpecialty of their 
hands to be imployed in an 
impofition : That diſtinion 
therefore of Alphonſws YVival- 
das, that Chrift inſtituted this 
Sacrament, though not , exhi- 
bendo , yet, promitendo, is no. 
better then frivolous ; unleſle 
he can ſhew, that our Saviour: 
applycd that generall promiſe 
to this ſpeciall inſtitution : 
which he ſhall never be able to 
perform. 

For the ſenfible ſign, here 
were hands indced laid on , bur 
not with any intention of acting 


or conſtituting a Sacrament : 
And 


Imepoſition of hanas.. 


Andwhere is the ſolemn Word 
whereby that promiſe is ap- 
plyed, and that ſign actuated? 
Surely, here, God'is filent ; 
men may ſpeak : For that ſet 
torm which they bind their 
tongues unto , 7 ſizn thee with 
the lign of the croſſe, aud confirms 
thee with the chriſme of ſalvati- 
on, inthe name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, whoſe is 
it 2 They dare not father it up- 
on Chriſt , who is the ſole Au- 
thor of Sacraments ; it is a de- 
vice of their own, and there- 
upon ſubje& to much variation 
of expreſſion , as their Caſuiſts 
ſtick not to confeſle. 

As for any command, itis 
as farto ſeck, as either of the 
other : What Scripture can be 
pretended to carry the leaſt co- 
lour of a mandate * It is a poor 
{hift of the Cardinall, in ſtead 
of a word of injunQiion, to flap 

| B5 | us 


10 Imp ofition of Bands. 
” na. us Of with the execution of 
zo danus the a : It is true, hands were 
ti mands-1aid on by the Apoſtles, the 
;, Holy Ghoſt was given :. but 
De Sar. yas this done with cither pur- 
jm. 63-oſe, or charge, to make this a 
perpetuall Sacrament unto the 
Church 2 Or, if this were any 

where to be found, yet what 

were all this to the warrant of 

the rites uſed in the Church of 

Rome , in the adminiſtration of 

this pretended Sacrament ? 
Wherein, as if the Apoſtles act 

were quite forgotten , there is 

no Impoſttion of hands at all, 

only {ome ſtrange and uncouth 

rites are foyſted: in., which the 
Apoſtles were never guilty of 
thinking-of : For in-what Scri- 

pture ſhall we look for the 
Chriſme compounded / as it 

nceds muſt be) of oyland bal- 

fame © Where ſhall we look 

for the conſignation with- the 

, crolle 


Tmpoſitionr of hands, It 
crofle in the forchead 2 for the 
box on the car given to the 
confirmed , with the reſt of 
the complements of that pre- 
tendedly-Sacramentall ation? 
So as now the Cardinall may 
ſpread before us the teſtimonies 
of ten Popes, nine Conncels nine 
Greek Fathers,ten Latin,beſides Flom. 
middle aged Authors and be ſuf 
School-men, for the ayowing 
of this their Sacrament,and the 
antiquity of the holy appen- 
dances of it : bur all theſe fall 
t00 ſhort for the proof of a :rue 
and' genuine Sacrament of 1he 
Chriſtian Church; a truth thar 
was well ſeen by the quick and Alex. Hz 
piercing cies of our Alexander *l-P4t-4 
of Hales , the Father of the ; Rpt 
Schoolmen, whom they ſtyled, no: !. 4 


| Says 
the Irrefragable Doctor, and _— 


uf. 
the fountain of I'fe: As alſo,by Po dih 
his acute Diſciple,CardinallBo- S«r- 
naventure,whom they have ho- 


noured 


Impoſition of hands, 
noured with the title of a Saint; 
both which flatly deny any 
ſuch Sacrament inſtituted by 
Chriſt, or ſo much as by his A- 
poſtles ; {ending us for the firſt 
riſe of it, to a French Councel 
held at Melde, which was not 
till the year of grace, 845. So 
as the Roman Catechiſme,, 
which from the counterfeit au- 
thority of their-Fabian, would 
caſt their holy Chriſme upon 
Chriſt himſelt ; and Scotws., 
who yet ſuffers for ſtooping fo 
low, as to fetch it from the A- 
poſtles, are quite beſide the 
cuſhion. 


Se,4, Yeta far more injurious ds- 
Confirmat. pree of Exceſle it is , that Con- 
$479 firmation is not only ranged 
tim &Ji6 : 

ſacreſai- together with- the holy Sacra- 
Aun « #/©.ments, but alſo equalled , and 
Beptiſmus. x A 
{cþ, (not without an high- and in- 


e4:;;nu«c.. tolerable affront ) preferred. to 


Baptilme: | 
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Impoſition of hands, 
Baptiſme it ſelf : Not ſo much 
in reſpect of the dignity of the 
perſon, whoſe hand was wont 
to be imployed in this action , 
' (held commonly, and of old, 
in a key above Presbyterie , or 
as Primus Presbyterorum, in the 
lo-yeſt ſtyle)as of the vertue and 
cffcacy of the at it ſelf ;, with- 
out which, the eminence of the 
agent could avail lit:le to the 
dignifying of the work » We 
know,the very Anzels are con- 
tent to condeſcend zo mean 
offices , for the good of us, 
wretched men; yet thoſe acts 
to which they have ſtooped, 
' have been never the more en- 
nobled in themlelves: And if _ 
an Emperour thall be deligned — _—_ 
to-hold a Popes ſtirrop, the a&t | 
is never the lefle ſervile, becauſe 
the Agent is royall: Itis not 
for us, inthis calc, to ſtand up- 
en.the perſon, to whom., If, it 
were: 


Impoſition of hands. 
were appropriated of old , as 
Hierome \peaks, propter hoo» 
rem Sacerdetii, I fear it is now, 
by ſome, denied, propter inwi- 
diam Sacerdotii ; the caſe is 
herein much altered : Once 
men could have been:content , 
with the Galatians , to have 


pn out their own cies, and to- 


ave given them to us: bur in 
theſc laſt times, roo many could 
be content to loſe oze of their 
own cies, that we might loſe 
both onrs :however,it were great 

ity and fin, that ſo holy an act 
ſhould lye ſtill, as dead, whiles 
we ſtrain courteſy who ſhould 
rake it up. Bur it is not, as1 
faid, ſo much the dignity of the 
agent that is inſiſted upon , as 
the power and cenergie of the 
at of Confirmation , which is 
by our Romiſh Doctors ſer up, 
proudly to conteſt with , and 


over-top the _— 


L; 
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Impoſition of hands. 15 

Sacrament of Baptiſme ; 1f Ba- ,,, 
ans be yeilded to begin Our Chr ia 

iſtendeows, Confirmation,they Toa 

ſay, ore] it ; and all the ye.s. 

praiſes which they , from theix «4p. Omnes 

\ | Urban, Melchiades , Clemens, _ 

| F abian, and others, yeild uUnro exam. conc. 

their Confirmation, are under- 71% 

ſtood (as Chemmitins well con- © frm __ 

ſtrues them) as CA #titheticall , 

ſo many derogations from the 

power of Baptiſme : 1» B4- 

ptiſme, lay they, we are regene- 

rated to life , in Confirmation, 

we are armed to fer: In Ba Quit nun 


ptiſme, there "_ preparation 7 = erit 
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WU 


briſtiauus 
made for Gods in-awelling in our , of confi 


hearts, inConfirmation , he a matione E= 
e | dually takes up the houſe-room Rr encbr: 
is | for h:mſelf: Yea, in flat tearms, matw. 

ie | they dare ſay, He ſhall newer be Decrer. de 

, Conſecr.cap... 
is | 4Chriſtian, that s u0t anointed efejutis 

p, | & Ep:ſcopall Confirmation; and 

it is the ticle of one of the 
Chapters. of their Decretom , 


Adans: 
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16 Impoſition of hands. 
Manus Iti- e MM anus impoſition [acr. Oc. 
oofprionts —_ poſit wt. £ &' 
Sacramen- T he Sacrament of the impoſition 
- diguizs of hands & more worthy then the 
SAT. . 
Bavtiſmi, SACrament of Baptiſme. 
cap: dc bir, Theſe, and whatever other 
#4. exceſſes of Titles and Preroga- 
WeaJore Ve - . 
E neratioue £1VES, Dave been caſt upon this 
holy Inſtitution , to the diſpa- 
ragement 0: other more noble 
Ordinances , have not a little 
blemiſhed the face of it,in ſome 
undiſtingwſhing cies. To which 
may be added the over-cager 
and tumultuous affeRation , 
| wherewnh it was wont, not ve- 
l ry long fince, to be proſecuted 
| YR.Cort- in ſome parts (the Weſtern e- 
| wall and K 
| Deron. ſpecially) of this Church. Ir 
cannot be ſpoken , with what 
fervour, and violence of deſire, 
that people. were wont to ſue 
for this ſacred ceremony:What 
Fair-like confluences have we 
there ſcen of zealous ambients? 
How have we bcen tired ho 


Impoſition of hands, 


the tmportunity of Suitors, 1n- 
patient of cither deniall , or de- 
lay : How have we been op- 


multitude, ſtriving for the firſt 
admiffign « Inſomuch., as we 
have been forced to call for the 
help of Officers to our reſcue 
from that well-meant impetu- 
ouſneſſe 2 Yea, ſo hath that 
people been formerly devoted 
to this _— inſtirution;that 
the want of it was one of: the 
cauſes of their inſarreRion in 
the daies of King Edward the 
lixth; falling out, 2s then, by 
reaſon of the abſence,or willing 
forbearance, of Miles Cover- 
dale, theireleted Biſhop. 

Now I muſt be pardoned, if 
[ impute ſome part of this 
height of zeal in thoſe our mo- 
dera Clients, to an ungrounded 
over-weening of opinion, which 
they have conceived of this 
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oodly 


preſſed with the throngs of the 
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godly Ordinance traduced un- 
to them by their fore-fathers, 
whereof, if need were, I could 
give too ſufficient an account 
to the Reader: an errour, which 
by good counſel , might in 
good time be redrefſcd. 


Bur leaving the conliderati- 
on of an «xceſliye over-valua- 
tion , whecicof : { dare under- 
rake\ the greatzit part of this 
Naiion, at this day , are far e- 
nough from bring guiley + we 
deſcend io that cher extreme, 
of defect, whereof, I fear, 


there are not too- many free:| 


What an univerſall neglect is 
there of this holy duty in all 
the Churches rhat profeſſe Re- 


formation 2 What a willing 


forgetfulnefle of it 2 as if rhere 
had never been any ſuch matter 
praQiſed in the Church of God, 
never any ſuch ceremony (0 


MuCL 


*[itcryed down, and 
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much as intimated by any A- 
poſtle, never any mention or 
memory of it inthe ſucceeding 
ages; laſtly, as if there never 
had been, never could be, any 
profitable or godly uſe of it a- 
mongſt Chriftians, 

Yea rather on the contrary, 
how odious is the very name of 
it grown to the cars of thoſe, 
who profeſfe the ſtricteſt god- 
lincſſe ? How is the po of 

ooted at, 
25 meerly ſuperſticious and An- 
tichriſtian? Who can but won- 
der at this range partiality ? 


*[that men who profeſle ſo awe- 
full an obſervance,and'ſo-ſtrict 


and punctuall imitation of all 


*[the Apoſtolicall Ordinations 
Jand ations, ſhould willingly a- 


bandon, and carelefly flight 
one of their prime, and moſt 
apparent inſtitutions ? Faine 
would I know what they can 


ſay 
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ſay to this irrefragable text ? 

Was there not ſach athing , in 

the Apoſtolick times, as the 
Impoſttion of hands ? Was 

not the Dofrine and practice 

of it held ſo uſefull, as thar it 

vas fingled out for one of the 
Principles of Chriſtian Religi- 

on ? Is therenot as much cc- 

caſton and need of the uſe of it, 

as ever * Was this only a tem- 

orary Inſtitution , ſoon after 
tobeabrogated 2 What need 

Hicreþe- was there then to trouble the 
xir al 1- heads, and ro clog the Cate- 
xechiſm.fo» Chiſme of Chriſtian novices 
mulen.C2> with a vaniſhing , and now al- 
6.:. *ready-gaſping Ceremony? And 
why is it ranked in the ſtyle of 

Faith, Repenrance, Bapriſme, 

&c. whole uſe and practice 

, mult ve perpetuall © Surely to 
coop-up the Doctrine of Bar 

ptiſme , and Impoſition of 

hands, in a Parentheſis,as ſome 

have 


Imppojition of hands. 
have poorly deviſed, is both 
very unrealonable , and injuri- 
ous to the Spirit of God, which 
would have this Scripture to 
run freely , in all equall zclati- 
ons, to the fore-going and fol- 
lowing clauſes : what God 
will have laid open, it 1s high 
preſumption in any man to cn- 
cloſe. 


That the Apoſtles laid their 54, 6, 


hands on perſons formerly ba- 
ptized, and hereby conveyed 
unto them the Holy Ghoſt , is 


"Iſo clear a truth , as none durſt 


ever deny Bur did not this 
priviledge reſt only in them, 
and dic with them 2 As it could 
not be bought and ſold, accor- 
ding to the profane and facri- 
legious offer of the wicked ſor- 
cerer ; ſo,could it be bequeath- 
ed unto, and fcoffed upon their 
holy Succeſſors ? Surely , we 
hear 
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Marth, 48. alway , even to the .end of the 


Impoſition of hands, 
hear our bleſſed Saviour, at his 
parting, ſay , Ls, 1 amwith you 


world: Thoſe bleſſed men to 
whom theſe cordiall words 
were ſpoken, were nor to ftay 
_ in the world : not to their 
perſonstherfore , but to their 
ſucceſſion , was this promiſe 
both made and verified. 

+Not in reſpect to thoſe mi- 
raculous gifts, which as perſons 
extraordinary , they both had, 
and conferred (in this ſingular 
qualification they neither had, 
nor could have any Succefſors 
in the following times ) but in 
reſpe& to thoſe better graces , 
which, as Predecefſours to the 
_ Paſtours, and Over- 
ſeers of the Church , their Mt- 
niftery ſhould convey to the 
ſouls of Gods people. Here- 
upon it is, thar their Succeſſors 


do juſtly claim a true right to 
t 


Impoſition of hands. 
this Divine priviledge, and find 


a juſt warrant for their Impoſi- 


tion of hands : For the effeu- 
all performance whereof, yer , 
they challenge not any power, 
by an inhereac vertue in them- 
ſelves , or by any authoritative 
bequeſt tram, or to others, but 
only in an humble way of im- 
petration , by their faithful! 
prayers, which are the life of 
that holy Ceremony , accor- 
ding tothe praQtice of the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves ; who, though 
miraculouſlygifted , yer aided 
ſtill their hand with their 
tongue , _— ſuing for 
what they intended to give: Let 
no man therfore pretend , that 
becauſe the miraculous effes 
of the Apoſtolicall Impoſition 
of nands are long linc2 ceaſed, 
theriorethe a is no idle and 
nf-lef's, Divine Inſtitutions 
aic iit-meaſurcd by {en{ible 

©OPCIg»- 


| 


24 Impoſition of hands. 


| Greiwhis operations: There are ſpirituall 
Iindicat. 


Heb. 6. e- And indiviſible fruits of holy 
Af. 8. Ordinances , which (as being 


| pr ._moſt proper for them) ſhall be 
| 2egiſTrid. perpetually produced by them, 
| <9.J-co-\throu h the bleſſing of the 


: 
: 
: 


Almighty ) even when there is 
no appearance of any outward 
efficiency. 

Such are they which pro- 
ceed from the Impoſition of 
ſacred and authorized hands , 
if the judgment of a learned Fa- 
ther, and eminent Saint , may 
Auguſt.t.z. find place with us, 1t is not now, 
de Baptiſ- ſaith he, 4s it was, that by the te- 
moze. 10: ftimony of temporall and ſenſi- 
ble miracles, the Holy Ghoſt is by 
the impeſetion of hands given, 4s 
formerly it was, for the commen- 
dation and better ſetting forth of 
the then new-moulded faith, and 
for the enlargement of the new- 
begun Church : For who doth 


now expect , that thoſe, 5 3 
w/00 
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whom hands are impaſed for the 
receiving of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhould frad 
with.tongnes? but inviſibly and 
Gorala Dy the bond of peace 
is the love of God conceived 
to be thus 1aſpired into. their 
hearts. 

The inſtance that Bellarmine 
himſelf gives to this, purpaſc is 


enly begin to ſpeak 
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Bellar.de 
(Confirmat. 


beyond cxception.,, 1» the -be- li. . c. 2. 


innings of the Church thaſe 
That Ts es wrought airihu 
as Our Saviour forctold his A- 
oftles ; now that eff hath 
ong ceaſed ; (hall we therefore 
ſay that Faith is vain and force- 
lefle? farre be ir from us ſo ta 
flaunder that Divine grace, 
which ſtill and ever cxerciſcs 
a more excellent power in, the 
Believer, in that it quickneth 
him to a new life , according to 
that of the Prophet , The juſ# 
ſhall live by Faith. Although 
C then 


LIMI 
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profelledly intended and uſed 


Impoſition of hands. 
then we preſume not to affet 
che working of wonders by the 
impoſing of our handsupon the 
heads of the baptized , yet why 
ſhould we not ov to hope that 
the ſolemn laying on of appro- 
ved hands , ſeconded by our 
fervent prayers, ſhall help to 


work an increaſe of grace mm the 


hearts of capable Receivers * 
. Now if any man ſhall think 


fit to match t»#& impoſition of 


hands upon the baptized , with 
the anointing the lick with ol, 
mentrned by- the'' Apoftle z 
which being both uſed; and re- 
quired in the Primitive times, 

ad doubtleſſe a ſoveraign ef- 
fect ;. but noiy the power of 
healing being loſt , is no better 
then'a purpoſeleſle and vain ce- 
remonte :' let him know there is 
a great difference to be pur'be- 
twixt both theſe, that oyl was 


for 
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for a bodily cure onely , recet- 
ving its vertue from a power 
above that of nature;and there- 
fore juſtly ranged amongſt 
thoſe primtive miracles, which 
continued not Apes in the 
Church ; whereas the impoſiti- 
on of hands was directed to 
Spirituall ends, and ſuch as 
were of eternall uſe and bene- 
firs to which may be added, 
that the dorine of «vvinting 
with ozl had never the honour 
to be numbred amongſt Chri- 
ſtian principles , which yet is 

ceilded to the impoſition of 


ands by the great Herald of 
the Church, 


Had the Apoſtle onely by 5,5, -. 


the way ſo let fall the mention 
of impoſition of hands, that no 
further noiſe had been after- 
wards made of it in the 
Church of Chrif, it mighr 

EE Sd per- 


fa 
} 
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pethaps have been ſuppoſed 


{ome occaſtonall ceremony not 
intended for perpetuity z but 
now, when we find the conti- 
nuation of both the precept 
and praQtice, in the immedi- 
ately-ſuccecding times, dedu- 
Cing it ſelf through all the ages 
of the Church , (though late- 
ward not without ſome taint 
of ſuperſtitious interſperfions, 
which arc eaſily wip'd away) 
we have reaſon to think it was 
never deſtin'd to an abrogati- 
on: Clemens the fellow-labou- 
rer tothe Apoſtles, in that Epi- 
ſtle which he writes to his Di- 


| Clem. Ep. ſciples, Fulius, and Fultanus, 
| 4-Fill@ yakes an honourable com- 


mendation of it to all Chriſti- 
ans, charging them 70 haſten 
both their Baptiſme and Confir- 
matidn , by reaſon of the great 
uncertainty of the time of their 


d\ſolation;auributing to it the 
COn- 


Impoſition of hands. 29 | 


conveyance of the ſeven-fold 
grace of the Holy Spirit to the 
receiver. | may not conceal 
that. the credit of this Epiſtle 
amongſt. the reſt hath under- 
gone queſtion, (which indeed 
none of his letters have eſcaped 
(as is confelled by Euſebins ) 
ſave oncly that to the Corin- 
thians now lately publiſhed) 
bur not to: ſtand upon T#rr/4- 
a» his terms of Apologie, I 
muſt needs ſay, this one carries 
ſimplicity in the face of it ; paſ- 
ſing under no other ſtyle then 
of Clemens Biſhop of the city ,,,,.. 
of. Kome; and, that if the autho- whic Run 
rity of it be ſuſpeed , yet the FPi/e9m. 
age cannot , ſo as if not authen- 
ticall, yet it is not denyed to be 
exceeding ancient. | 

That ſtory is famous which Euſeb. big. 
is reported by Euſebius from Fete(, 1,| 
Clemens of Alexandria,concer- © 29: 
ning the ' young man whom 

C 3 Saint. 
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Saint 705» the Apoſtle , after 
his return from Parhmos deli- 
vered and doubly recommen- 
ded to the carefull cuſtody of 
a grave Biſhop, under a vehe- 
ment adjuration , the Biſhop 
( ſaith that ancient and unque- 
ſtionable Author) received the 
young man to. his charge, trai- 
ned him up in his houſe, and at 
laſt * chriftned him 5 and after 
that proceeded yet to. ſuch 
height of diligent obſervance 
of him , aSthart for a-fingular 
preſervative , he added moreo- 
ver 20 him the obſignation 


. -with the ſeal of the Lord: (to 


wit , bs Confirmation) who yet 
proving afterward miſerably 
dcebauched, was by the Apoſtle 


- praciouſly reclaimed. 


| Diow.Ecel. 
Vierar. 62+ Areopagite,and Origen, that of 


Not to take in our way the 
full teſtimonics of Denns the 


Tertu8jen is moſt clear,the fleſh 
IS 


benedidtion, calling.in , and in- 34! iſme. 


Impoſition of hands. 3r | 
is over-ſhadowed with the un- Orig. bom. | 
poſition of the hand , that the "| 
ſoul may be illightned by the 
ſpirit. And elſewhere 3 Then _— 


is the hand. laid. on by that g& 13.4: 


viting the Holy Ghoft : How 
frequent his Scholar the bleſſed 
Martyr Cyprian is inthe teport 
of this praRice , no man that 
hath turn'd over hisEpiſtles can 
be ignorant: And that rio man 
may ſay theſe. (if hundreds 
more ſuch) are but ſingle wit- 
neſſes ; the Councell of Arles coil: 14-| 
inthe time of Conflantive the pr 0) 
great, , conliſting (as. Biniue (as. * 
numbers them ) of two hun- © 
dred, or as Ado in his Chroni- 
cle of fix hundred Biſhops, or- 
daines, That if any ſhall return 
to the Church from their for- 
mer hereſie , they ſhall be exa- 
mined concerning-the Articles 
of their Creed; and if ir be 

C 4 found 
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 Impioition of hunts, 
fon nd that they have been bap- 
tizedin'the name of the Father, 


the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 


hands ſhall be-onely laid upon 
thetn; that they may receive 
the. Holy Glioſt. © 

''Biit to what purpoſe ſhould 
I preſſe my Reader © with 
throngs of witneſſes, when all 
thoſe . teſtimonies which arc 
miſ-alledged by Romiſh 'Au- 
thors , whether of 'Councets, 
or Fathers, or Dodors , to 
prove their Confirmation a 
Sacrament,yet cannot be deny- 


ed thus much validity ,' as ro 


prove there, hath ever been a 
confirmation. If they have un- 
juſtly contended to impoſe a 
wrong title upon the impofiti- 
on of hands, yet it is no lefle 
Clear that there was-impoſiti- 
on, then that there were hands 
to be impoſed; and if they 
have palpably corrupted that 

| whol- 


Iwþoſicion of hands. 
wholſom inſtitution with the 
inter-mixtures of their own 
miſ-becomming deviſes , this 
can be no more prejudice to the 
true Originall purity of it, then 
it can derogeate from a beauti- 
full face, that it was once be- 
ſmear'd with a foul liniment; 
wipe off the filth , and the face: 
is ſtill ir ſelf. Tr is true, thar 


ſome of their additionalt'Ce- Þ | 


remonies came in betimes , bur 


late enough to diſprove their. 


pedegree from any Apoſt 

lique authority; others of them- 
(as clapping on the cheek the 
croſle of the thumb , treading 
on the toe , filleting the fore-- 
head for (even dayes,and' the 
like ) may juſtly tenrro-beno- 
leſſe vain then new;an& to ferye- 
onely to confirme us in the- 
lightnefſe and indiſcretion- of 
their founders : Cafting afide 


therefore. all. thoſe fopperies - 
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 Impoſition of hands, 
—_— _ _ a_ War 
ition have clogge 
Holy . Ordinance , Let us look 
at it.in that native (and there- 
upon moſt comely ) Sraplicity 


wherein it from the 


hands of the leſſed Apoſtles, 
and. in that plaine and holy 
dreſſe,, lh they , by the 
guidance of. the good Spirit of 


God, ( wherewith they -- were 


inſpired ) left. is, to = enecr- 


tainmeat of the enſuing world. 
$3.8. That our. Saviour laid his ſa- 


cred. hands, on. the. Children, 


that were brought unto him, in 


way of: benediQion, and that 


kisA poſtles laid the hands on 
-- Perſons that had beenBaprized 


for conferzing on.chem.the Ho»: 


ly Ghoſt, it. is moſt. cyident ; 


neither: can, it be doubted, but. 


that their Succeſſours. in the 


Paſtoral Charge of the Church. 
laid. their. 4 likewic LI 


UMI 


the formerly Baptized , other- 


Were alſo impoſed ; ; bur to what C01); Fiety 


think the: end'o this at could nc: _ 


hog k fot 


oy was o—racg# 2 imwob-Bez. i 


©alf6 more effeQually did: For: 
_ certainly; we: thall orofly miſ- 
_take: rhrs whole a@, if we ſhall 
_ Wgreeive: i irto have m4 
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wiſe, (had not this been fami- 
liarly known. both. in the Pra- 
ice,andufc of it) Impoſition 
of hands had'never beer: recor- 
ded' for a point of the: Ancient 
Catechiſme of ChriſtsChurch: —_ 
The: ſucceeding hands. then \ y- 


urpoſe £ Surely: no-Man can &*- 


evi cipua:r rel 
Graces of the pirir VE tick ingns 


me. ar-intreaſe- inviſible Heb-6- z 
Fourth the Receiver; astheits; 
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' a dumb. ox dead Ceremony; |. 
completed inthe motion ofa an | 
Hand, and touch of an Head; | 
there was withall a life, and yi- 
pour pur. into it. by the zealous 

| Prayer of the godly Paſtor, 
wes \, ona, which 

FE retirn to him with- 

| — Neither yas it 
pe Liars 0 ns [hen t 

k Patriarch Fecob: laid his han 

Gen.:4%. ypon aim, and Mana 

» 167-Head, tt, was not without a ug 

"s OfEnR, a PPFcatian ; God , be- 

' whom.my: Fathers, Abra- 
 ham.and Ifaec did: walk , the 

God which fed me all my life- 

- long unte this day, the An- 

gelt ag redeemed: 'me-from 

' cyill eſe th Lads. ,It 

Dar p69 nol a hand of Moſes 
Lid-upon Foſhua that Jadry: re- 

i: plenith hin. with the. "Ell of 
. Wiſgdome withpyt his P; 
; Yea, our bleiſed Ck 


Impoſition of hands. 7 

; ff; ro whom all power was Mar7-34 

given in Heaven, and in Earth, 

when- he. touched the dumb 

Man, and faid ,” Ephatah, he 

lookrup-into Heaven, as thence 

fetching his. Cure : The A 

les, when the ſeaven Elected 

Deacons ,were- preſented: uns 

to thera; did nor without ſo- = 

lemne Prayer, lay their hands As. 6. 6. 

upon them : When Barnabas 

and Saxl-were ſeparated by the 

charge of the holy Ghoſt, to 

the great worke of God, to 

which they were Deſigned, 

Hands. were laid on them, bur ,, ,.. 

withall, Prayers were made for 

them. So 1n this very caſe, 

when the: Baptized Samaritans 

ſhould be confirmed by Petr Aes.15. 

and Zohy,their hands were laid 

on with Prayers. Theſe,thefe 

are they which gave Virtue to 

- yithour theſe, being bur Heth, 
c0 


TG of has. 
could have no Spirituall O 

ration. upon.the Soul ; but 

ing thus. ſeconded, could: not 
but be ab t0- the furthe- 
rance. of. Erace1l in. the Recti- 
Ver.. 


Holy Cyprian tells was ſuccel- 

| fively continued in theChurchz 

| Cypr. de wh ſpeaking of the Samaritins 

berctiis Baptized by Phil, and can- 

dis ad Ju-. 

baianum.; CrS,. and: Impoſition. of. t 

Hands. of. the: cementing 

Apo addes. ( Qued 1ync 

ogne , &c..). which is ſtill 

ai he)p raQiſed amongſt us, 

That thoſe, which are BaptiJed. 

in the Church, aye by the Gover- 

nonrs of the. "Church: preſented 

% Toge- #5,4nd ws our Pra rages and 

Fine, 08 of onr Hands. receive 

the buly Sf, &c.. It is utterly: 

to: cite any. further 


proof 0 of this Point;oran y par- 


[= —_ 


This & ihe prafice which 


| Gapteten- Gaps afterwards y the Pray-- 
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 Twpoſition of hands, 
ticular Atteſtation tothe ac of 
Coafirmation,done with great 
conſent, and. allowance: in the 


Primitive-times;when.S.Ferom 


in. his. Dialogue againſt the Hi9:Di- 
Luciferians , having ſaid, That |, fu Eurifer 


the impoſi tion F Authorized Cited alſs 
Ce att, holyGhoſt was ftill can, 2am. 


vn to the Bapeiig, ad addes,; Pl Ln 
ſt. the. ask me. where. this. «s. 
nr. th * In: the. Acts of the 
Aeflereeif ,but if there were no Au- 
ority of Scripture at all for it, 
the conſent of the whale world 4 

thus point, might. well challeng 

the —_ of a precept : "Thus he 4 | 
Since therefore it is undeniably 
certaine,.that after the miracu- 
lous Gifts were ceaſed, yet ſtill 
this praQice of Impo! tion of 
hoy was, with the generall 

robation. of the. Chriſtian 

= ay nap Lan 

es; I ask. when:,, and 

why, it. ccaſed 2 Have: we: any 
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Impoſition of hands. 
warrant for baniſhing it out'of 
the Church of God *: Haye we 
any. juft-ground of reaſon. to 
forbear, '*and diſcontinue; the 
uſe of it ? Have we-kſle need 
of Grace , or Confirmation 
then- our Forcfathers 2 Or, is 
the power of . Gods Ordinance 
abated , 'and now languiſherh 
with Ape ?. Or, arc: we lelfe 
qualified ro performe this gra- 
cious a then' our Predeceſ- 
fours * Surely, the. Church of 
a—_—_ which (ro Her eter. 
nall praiſe and honour be it 
ſpoken) hath. ever been ſtudi- 
ouſly carefull ro maintaine all 
Apoſtolicall conſtitutions and 
practiſes, above all Her Refor- 
med Siſters hath nor failed to 
hold out this Holy Ordinance, 
and to recommend it in the 
moſt Ancient, Simple, and In- 
offenſive Forme to all Her obe- 
dient Children : Nenher dae 
\ we 
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Impoſition off hands, — an 
we finde that the prefent times © 
(though too ful'ot Diſtration 
and Quarrell ) have ever decla- 
red any Oppoſitionto, or Dil- 
like of that never-interrupted, 
never-diſallowed Inſtitution : 
ſo_as we. have juſt reaſon: to 
*e | think, that it both ſhould, and 
h | doth continue in its full right 


e | andvigour. 
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- | Butleſt the diſcontinuance of Se. 9. 
f | the a, together with- ſome 
'* | prejudice of the otherwiſe af- 
t | feed, ſhould have worne out 
- | of the mindes'of Men the Me- 
1 | mory of that Laudable 'and 
I | Godly Practiſe, it will not be 
- | amiſſe to recall unto our 
> | thoughts, the Wiſe and Exem- 
» | plary Order wherein that Ho- 
ly Rite was injoyned to be ad- 
miniftred; | 
Firſt therefore, having remo- 


ved away all the traſh of Super- 
ſtitious, 


42 


Impoſition of baud. 
ſtitious, and frivolous Appen- 
dances, as the Crofle, - the 
Chriſme, the Stripe, the Fillet, 
and the reſt; as aiming onely 
at the Originall fimplicity of 
that Religious Ceremony: .. 

Secondly , having removed 
away all opinion of a Sacra- 
ment, (for which the Church 
of Rome hath unjuſtly ſtrugled) 
and therewith diſclaimed all 
derogation. from. the power 
and vertue of Baptiſme: 

And thirdly, having ſolemn- 
ly profeſled againſt the miſ- 
conceit of an abſolute neceſſity 
of this rite ro Salvation in 
them, which dic after Baprtiſme, 
before hands can be laid upp 
them ; the Church of England 
hath-piouſly ordered the Im- 
poſition of hands ſo ta be Ad- 
miniſtred, as*may be. to the 
greater edification of thoſe that 


are tO recciye it; and therefore 
hath 
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' Impoſition of hayds. 
hath ordained that none ſhould 
be confirmed but ſuch as can 
give account of having learned 
the Articles of the Faith, the 
Lords Prayer, the Ten Com- 
mandements, and that initia- 
tory Catechiſme, which is pur- 
poſely appointed for their pre- 
aration; wherein this Church 
th judiciouſly, and not with- 
out good ground both of Rea- 
ſon & Religion, reformed that 
common Errour and Abuſe of 
the Church of Rome, which 
commonly caſts away their 
Confirmation upon Babes in 
the Cradle of their firſt infan- 
cy; For though ſome of their 
Doctors are willing to limit 
this a& unto the age of their 
puberty, which is the twelfth 


year; others to the ſeyenth;that 


ſo the Child may at leaſt re- 
member (though yet he under- 


ſtand not) what was done to 
him : 


43. 


Concil. 


Aucelian- {| 


44 Impoſition of hands. 
him ; yet the moſt arc of. 0- 
pinion, that there is no cauſe to 
deferre their Confirmation till 
they come to the uſe of Rea- 
ſon ; and doc practiſe accor- 
 . — dingly; foas Alphonſw YViwal- 
Yivaldubi dogs tells us- thar commonly. in 
Clnd, Spaine, all Children of two, or 
Corfuler. three years old, arc wont tobe 
. & Cofrn. confirmed; and Petrus a Soto 
and Caſſander profeſles it to 
have. beene the ancient Order 
of the Church, that forthwith 
after their Baptiſme, Children 
ſhould alſo receive their Con- 
firmatio:In which point I can- 
not but allow the moderate de- 
Bellar. 1.2, termination of C, Bellarmine., 
| decmifir. who tells us, that when perſons 
| <7: of ripe Age come to be Bapti- 
| zed;the ſame day,together with 


Baptiſme they receceive both | 


Confirmation, and Euchariſt , 
but when they are Baptized,be- 
ing Infants, rhe. other two are 

juſtly 


Impejttion 0 anas. 
jitſtly deferred till the Rece:ver 
attaines to the uſe ot reaſon x 
fince ( as he truly reſolves ) nei- 
ther of them are neceſſary for 
Infants, and bo:h of them are 
received with more fruit, and 
orcater reverence , by thoſe 
which arc come to a mature 
Age, 

But though he come home 
to us in matter of time, yet the 
Church of Ergiand gocs be- 


yond him in the qualification 


of.the perſons, in whom he (as 
holding Grace _ by the ve- 
ry work wrought) profeſles not 
to require that meaſure of 
knowledge and preparation , 
which we cal for,8& preſuppoſe 
in thoſe who ſhall be admitted 
to the Impoſition of our hands; 


- upon this ground, that the An- 
cients ſtood not upon Cate- 


chiſmes and Examinations in 
the laying on of their hands in 
the 


43. 
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the Primitive times, but con- 
ferred their Confirmation up- 
on Infants, whereat no man 
can wonder, that knowes they 
were alſo wont of Old (up- 
on a weake miſpriſion) to 
cram the bleſſed Euchariſt 
into the mouthes of Infants ; 
ro the due participation where- 
of notwithſtanding , we know a 
competent meaſure of know- 
ledge, and felf-examination 
ought to be required; doubtleſs 
if a meet time be fit to be ſtood 
upon, much more a meetability 
of underſtanding ;, ſo as in this 
point, I may ſafely appeal to 
any well-informed conſcience, 
whether the Church of Eng- 
land have not choſen the berter 
part, and with great judgement 
reformed a palpable defeRt in 
the Roman profeſſion. 
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tions whereupon this Church Fiursy of 

profeſſeth to be led into this - 

juſt and pious reſolution are law. 

ſuch , as may well become the Kubrick 

gravity and godly care of our c,,g-. 
racious Mother ; which the mation. 
ubrick thus expreſlcth : Firſt, 

becauſe that when Children 

come to the yeers of diſcretion, 

and have leatn'd what their 

God-fathers ' and God-mo- 

thers promiſed for them in Ba- 

ptiſme, they may then them- 

{elves with their own mouth, 

and withtheir own conſent o- Non uf: a- 

penly before the Churchratifie (nine. e” 

and confirm the ſame; and alſo 1! proiter 

promiſe that by the grace of bznc «5 cav- 

God, they will evermore ende- we w_ 

vour themſelves faithfully to ſuſceptori- 

obſerve and keep ſuch things 778 Ee 

as they by their own mouth profes; 

detuy occafio 
pueros de fide qui ir: Baptiſmo profeſſs ſunt diligentins inſti= 
Fendi & admonend;. Calland. Contult.c.de Conficmat, 


and 


and confeflion have aflented 
unto. 


Secondly, for as much as _ 


Confirmation is miniſtred to 
them that be baptized , that by 
impoſition of hands and pray- 
er they may receive ſtrength 
and defence againſt all rempta- 
tions to fin, and the aſſaults of 
the world and the Devill, it is 
moſt meet to be adminiſtred 
when Children come to that 
age, that partly by the frailty 
of their own fleſh, partly by 
the aſlaults of the world 2ad 
the Devill, they begin to be in 
_ to fal into ſundry kinds 
of fin. 


Thirdly , for that it agreeth 
with the uſage of the Church 
in times paſt , whereby it was 
ordained that Confirmation 
ſhould be miniſtred to them 
that were of perfeR age , that 


they being inſtructed in 
Chriſts 
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Chrifts religion, ſhould openly 

rofeſle their own faith, and 
promiſe to be obedient to the 
will of God. 

Now let any Reader, letany 
Adverſary ſay,whether any de- 
termination could be more ho- 
lily-rationall, or more evident- 
ly conducing to the furthering 
of the welfare and ſalvation of 
Chriſtian ſoules, in this caſe, 
then this which our Mother the 
Church of England hath upon 
ſad and ſerious deliberation 
fixed wpon;which if it had been 
accordingly executed , with 
that conſtant care and fidelity 
as it ought , would certainly 
have prevented many foul and 
monſtrous exorbitances in 
matter of Doctrine , and many 
horrible enormities in the pra- 
Ctice of mens lives ; with both 
which we are now miſcrably 
peſtred and over-run, 

D When 
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When the party then is upon 
duc cxamination, fornd fir 
both for age and knowledge, 
he is to be in due ſeaſon prelen- 
ted. tothe impoſition of hands; 
which is ordained to be perfor- 
med with ſuch holy comlineſle 
and ſuch vigor of devotion, as 
(be it ſpoken without envy) the 
Church of England may be 
herein well propoſed as a pat- 

 ternto all the Chriſtian Chur- 
Impsu19M Ches in the world ; doubtleſſe if 
of hands 
withpray- there be any Church under 
er , whic) heayen that hath continucd the 
was the old EY Lit 
and purece- Apoſtolicall inſtitution and 
remonic of praiſe of the impoſition of 
Confrm#t- hands inthe native ſimplicity 
Fulkin and purity thereof , it is the 


wi Church of England. 


TO 


But that we -may not think 
the Church ot England 
(though more eminent in this 
point then her other fiſters) 
g0Cs 
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goes alone in her judgement 
and praQtife of Confirmation, 
by impoſition of hands , let us 
ſee the free and full aſtipulati- 
on of other famous Divines 


and Churches to her, in both 


theſe, 
Philip Melanithon, as in be- 
halfof the Churches of Saxo- 


nic, hath thus: 7» ritu Confirma- 


tionts fiebat &c. In the rite of Meland. 
Confirmation there was of old £9 
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an explication of doctrine; run Ecueſ. 
wherein every one was to recite ©4-dc Cor- 


the ſumme of Chriſtian Do- 
arine, and openly to profeſle 
his deteſtation of all both hea- 
then and Hereticall phrenſtes; 
and that he will be, and ever 
remain, a true member of the 
Church, and not depart from 
the true belief which he then 
profeſſed. This cuſtome was 
profitable both for the inſtru- 
ion of men, and for the retai- 
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Mat: Flac. 
Illyr.Gloſſ. 
#1 Hebr, 6. 
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ning of them in the true ac- 
knowledgement of God, and 
his truth. 

Flac. Illyricu thus: Porre 
autem impoſitionem manui oc. 
But further alſo, they had 
wont of old in the beginnings 
of the Church to uſe impoſirt- 
on of hands after a more ac- 
curate inftruction in the Ca- 
techiſme , with publick and 
fervent prayer, that they might 
odtain for them the grace of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as we read it 
was done to the Samaritanes, 
Adis 8. Andl1 believe that fo 
they were wont in the Primi- 
tive Church to remove thoſe 
which were novices , from the 


Catechumeni , to the rank of 


thoſe auditors which were al- 
lowed to be of greater maturi- 
ty; that ſo now it might be 
lawful for them, (as thoſe that 
were judged worthy) to par- 

take 
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take of the holy Communion. 
Learned Chemnitius , as for Chemmir. 
the Proteſtant Churches in ge- £x#7:c-- 
: cll.Tridett, 
nerall thus. Noſtri ſepe oſtende- je confpr- 
runters. Our Doctors have mw. 


often ſhewed, that the Rite of 
Confirmation might very well 
(ſetting alide thoſe unprofitable 
& Superſtitious traditions, and 
indeed (ſuch as are contrary to 
theScriptures)be thus made uſe 
of, even according to the con» 
ſent of the holy Scripture; viz: 
That thoſe which are Baptized 
in their infancy ( for ſuch is 
now the eſtate of the Church) 
when they come to the yeers of 
diſcretion, ſhould be diligently 
inſtructed in a certain and ſim- 
ple Catechiſme of the doctrine 
of the Church. And when they 
ſhall be thought to have in 
ſome good ſort attained to the 
underſtanding of thoſe Princi- 
ples, that then they ſhould be 
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preſcnted to the Biſhop and the 
Church ; and there rhe child 
which was Baptized in his-in- 
fancy , ſhould firſt by a ſhort 
and plain admonition be put in 
mind of his Baptiſme ; where- 
with, how, why,and into what 
he was Baptized, whar in that 
Baptiſme the whole Trinit 
conferred upon him, and ſeal. 
ed unto him ; namely,the cove- 
n2nt of Peace, and the com- 
"a of Grace; how that there 

e made2 publique renoun- 
cing ot Satan , a profeſſion of 
his faith, and a promiſe of holy 
obedience, Secondly, that the 
child himſelf ſhould before the 
Congregation make a proper 
and publique profeſſion of this 
Dot&trine & Faith. Thirdly,that 
being interrogated of the chick 
=_ of Chriſtian Religion, 

e ſhould give anſwer to them 
al; & if he fail in his fiderſtand- 


ing 
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ing-of any of them, he ſhouly 
be-better inſtructed .in them. 
Fourthly, he ſhould be admo- 
niſhed , and by this profeſhon 
ould declare , thar he utterly 
difſents from all heathen, here- 
ticall, phanaticall and protanc 
opinions. Fiftly , that there 
ſhould be added a grave and 
ſerious exhorration out of the 
word of God , that he perſe- 
vere inthat Covenant which 
he hath made in Baptiſme, and 
in that Faith , and Doctrine 
which he hath there profeſſed. 
Sixtly, that publique prayer be 
made for thoſe children , that 
God by his holy Spirit would 
vouchiafe to govern, conſerve, 
and confirm them in this pro- 
tefftion. Ar which prayer, vrith- 
our all {uperſtition, Impofitien 
of hands may be uted: Neither 
would ſuch a prayer be in vain; 
for it is grounded upon the 

D 4 pro- 
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wromiles made of the gift of 
perſeverance , and the grace of 
Confirmation. 

Such a faſhion of Confirma- 
tien would yeeld much profit 
to the edification both of the 
younger {ort, and of the whole 
Church, and would be 4greca- 
ble both to the Scripture and to 
purer Antiquity: For in the A- 
poſtolicall impoſition of hands 
that there was an exploration 
of Doctrine, and a profeſſion 
of Faith ,the hiſtory doth ma- 
nifeſtly witneſle 42. 19. Of 
the exhortation to. perſeve- 
rance, and Confirmation by 
the word inthe Doarine and 
Faith once profeſſed; there are 
examples of the Apoſtolike 
Church AZ. 14.715, and 18. 
And that publique prayer was 
uſed , the Hiſtory teſtifies 
Att. 8. So allo of the exami- 
gation and profeſſion of _ 

an 
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and Doctrine in Confirmation, 
the ſeventh Canon of the 
councell of Laedicea, and the 
eighth Canon of the councel! 
of Arles do ſufficiently ſpeak. 
Thus he. 

Reader, | have thus at large 
tranſcribed the teftimony of 
this worthy Author ; for that 


it gives both ſo full an atreſtati-- 


on to the ſolemn Confirmation 
hicherto uſed in- the Church of 


Enzland ;, and withall layes- 
forth the grounds of this holy. 


practiſe fetch'd from the bleſ- 
{ed Apoſtles, and from Scrip- 
ture it ſelf: Judge now , whe- 
ther there could be a better 
Commentary upon that form 
which our godly forefathers 
have tranſmitted unto us, and 
our Church hath lately both 


preſcribed, and recommended 


her dutifull-Children. 
D 5 He: 
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Dr. Nic. Hemingins that great light of 


\ mano Denmark for his own judge- 
C. 22, menr, and the Daniſh Chur- 
+. Fern, ches,hath thus: Purior Eccleſia 
ſecuta Apoſt. tempora 5c. 
The purer Churches follow- 
ing the Apoſtles times, when 
the children of Chriſtians be- 
ganto be Baptized, had this 
faſhion: Thar the children be- 
ing inſtructed in the Cate- 
chilme , ſhould be publiquely 
brought forth into the ſight of 
the Biſhops, and there be inter- 
rogated concerning the Arti- 
cles of their Faith ; and ſhould 
there with their own voice con- 
firm the vow that was in their 
nance mace in their Baptiſme; 
and thar ation, from a part -of 
tr was termed Confirmation; 
and that whole action conſiſted 
of an examination , a ſolemn 
Confirmation of the vow made 
in Baprti:me, the Prayer of the. 
| Bl- 
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Piſhop, and the inipoſttion of 
hands, 

Thus cuſtome was exceeding 
profitable,and conduced much 
to the retaining of their tor- 
mer confefiton and concord; 
tor neither was it caſtly found 
that any man would depart 
from that I.bdrine which he 
had by his ſolemn vow ratified 
and confirmed: And ſoon at- 
ter, In our Churches , ſaith he, 
the ſubſtance of the ancient 
Confirmation is retained, all 
Popiſh ſuperſtitions being abo- 
lithed: For our Biſhops in their 
viltitations do publiquely exa- 
mine-the younger {ſort in the 
Articles of their Faith, and in 
the Doctrine of .the Sacra- 
ments, and do then confirm 
them in the ſame by inſtraction 
and exhortations. 

For the judgement of the 
French. Church both concer- 
D 6 ning 
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ningthe ancient uſe of Confir- 
mation , and of the laudable 
practice of it for the preſent; we 
need no other witneſſes then 
he, who is the juſt glory of it, 
Mr. Calvin, who tels us : Hic 
mos olim fuit &c. This was 
ICalvintn. the manner of old, that 
Wis: 4. 4 the children of® Chriſtians, 
"'9* after they were grown up to 
| ſome good age, were preſen- 
ted before the Biſhop, that. 
they might fulfill that duty 
which was required of thoſe 
who at a riper age offered 
themſelves. to Baptiſme ; for 
they ſate amongſt thoſe that: 
were appointed to be Catechi- 
zed, till they being rightly in-. 
ſtructed in the myſteries of 
Paith, could be able before the. 
Biſhop and the People to ren- 
der a confeſſion of their belief, 
Upon: the- ending of their- 
child-hood.; or-in the _ 
of. 
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of their youth, they were again 
by their Parents brought to the 
Biſhop, and were examined by 
the Biſhop according to that 
form of Catechiſme which 
they then had, which was both 
certain and common: And 
that this ation , which ought 
otherwiſe jn it ſelf worthily to 
be held grave and holy , might 
carry init ſo much the more 
reverence and dignity; there 
was alſo therein uſed the Cere- 
monie of the impoſition of 
hands; ſo the child , after the 
approbation of his belief pro- 
felled, was diſmiſled with a ſo- 
lema bleſſing: Thus he. 

And could that eminent Au- 
thor, it he had been retained 
Advocate for the Church of 
England, better have ſer forth 
her faſhion of confirming, and 
her perfe& conformity herein. 
to the ancient. Apoſtolicall 
practice? __tuhuftly 


bz - Impoſition of hands 
my Juſtly may I call ir ſo, by 
Her. 6, Warrant of the ſame Author, 
wo commenting upon this 
Text of the Hebrews, hath thus, 
#5, infantia &c, 1 heir 
:nfancy paſt over, being 1nſtru- 
Qed i in their belick , they offer- 
ed tiem{clves to Catechizing; 
but then another ſymbole or 
ten wes uſed , which was the 
impoſtcion of hands : This one 
place, ſaith he , abundantly .te- 
ſtiftes that the Originall of this 
Ceremonie was derived from 
the Apoſtles, Laſtly , that it 
may appear how well he ap- 
roved-this practice, Nos -- 
Calvin 4 qe eG. Wealſo could well and 
_— worthily wiſh , that this rite 
deſiz rati« were reſtored to the Church 
on every where; whereby ch:ldren 
after the publique confefiion 
of their Faith made, might be 
offered up to God , and this 
would be. a . well-belceming 
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approbation of their Catechi- 
Zing. 

And yet more fully in his In- Calvin 
ſtirutions thus , Urinam wero 9% 2 
morem banc, Would to God. 
we might reta'n that faſhion 
which 1 admoniſhed you for- 
merly was uſed amongſt the 
ancient Chriſtians , before this 
abortive counterfeit of a Sacra- 
ment ſprang up ; that there 
ſhould be a Catechitme of all 
the heads of Religion , which 
without all controverite are a- 
erecd upon &C. 

That the child at ten yeers of 
age ſhould render himſelf ro 
give a publique conteſhon of 
his Faith, &c. 

This D.ſcipline , if it were 
at this day in force , there 
would be amongſt Chriſtian 
people a greater agreement in 
matter of Faith; neither would 
there be ſo great ignorance and 

rude- 
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radenefle as is amongſt many, 
neither would ſome be ſo rea- 
dily carried away with - new 
and ſtrange Dodrines ; thus 
he. 

Tell me now Reader, whe- 
ther in the judgement of this 
eminent Divine (whoſe autho- 
thority is juſtly wont to ſway 
ſo much with all Reformed 
Churches) we have not great 
reaſon to plead for the conti- 
nuance and inforcement of ho- 
ly Confirmation, and to blefle 
God for the guiding of our 
wiſe predeceſlors into thoſe 
ſafe wayes which others com- 

lain to have miſled ; and car- 
n:ſtly to delire that this Reli- 

tous and beneficiall ation 
might be ſo reverently and zea- 
louſly performed , as may 
moſt conduce to the elifica- 
tion of Gods Church. 


To- 


Impoſition of hands. 


65 


To the carefull indeavour Se, r2 | 


whereof, though I might urge 
many motives, yet I ſhall take 
up with theſe following ; not 
more tew in number, then con- 
ſiderable in weight. 

T he Firſt ſhall be the agree- 
ment and contefſeration , both 
in judgement and practice with 


the Primitive Church : to: 


whoſe example,doubtleſle, the 
nearer we draw , the more we 
ſhall _ towards purity 
and perfeon. 

Now by the confeſhon of 
all Divines, both Romiſh and 
Retormed, there was a Confir- 
mation by impofition of hands 
in all the firſt ages of the 
Church, and that the manner 
of performing it was the true 
pattern of ours, I appeal to the 
witneſle of thoſe Proteſtant 
Authors, which I have former- 
ly cited , and am ready if need 
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were, to ſecond ir with many 
more: And why, my dear Bre- 
thren , ſhould we think it fit or 
fate to leave fo gratious an Cx- 
ample, and to walk alone in 
our own wayes, untracked, un- 
troden with the holy fect of 
our firſt and ſureſt guides? 
where the practice began ſenſt- 
bly to degenerate, in adultera- 
ting the Ordinance with Super- 
ſtitious additions , both of rites 
and opinions, there we have 
juſtly declined it, and do with 
the zealouſeſt profeſſors cry 
down the groſlſe abuſe of that 
godly inſtitution to the pit of 
hell, whence certainly it came: 
Bur ſhall we upon this pretence 
caſt off that gratious act of Re- 
Iigion which was ſent us from 
Heaven by the hands of the A- 
poſtles? What if we cannot 
ſecond our Impoſition of 
har:ds with ſenſible wonders as . 


the 
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the Apoſtles did ? (elſe, as Oe- 
camenius well obſerves , Simon 
Magus could not have feen 
tharthe Holy Ghoſt was given 
by them) though we cannot 


"work miracles , yet we can 


pray; and our prayers have the 
ſame Spirituall efte&ts with 
theirs; neither did the ordinary 
Paſtors that ſucceeded thoſe 
bleſſed Apoſtles expect any 0- 
ther iſſue of their hands impo- 
ſed , yet ſtill impoſed their 
hands ; and whether ſhould we 
affe& to be like them, in ating 
and approving the laying on 
of hands, or to ſome heſternall 
teachers that refuſe and difal- 
low of it: The common plea of 
thoſe gain-ſayers is the ceſſati- 
on of thoſe miraculous gifts 
which were in the Apoſtolick 
times by their onely hands be- 
ſtowed, (others in-great num- 
bers had the Holy Ghoſt, none 

gave 
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gave it but they ) whereupon 
they argue , as they think 
ſtrongly, that the effect ceaſing 
the caule is uſeleſle; whom I 
ſend to our learned: F#lk. for 


 Tatisfa&ion: There is (ſaith he) 


another kind of impoſition of 
hands (befides that miraculous 


one) mentioned Heby. 6. 2. 


whereof there may be perpetu- 


all uſe in the Church ; which is 


the ſame which Saint Asſtin 
cals nothing elſe but prayer 0- 
ver a man ; and whereof he 
ſpeaks Tra&?. 6. on the. firſt E- 
piſtle of Fohn oe. and ſoon at- 
ter: We acknowledge impols 
tion of hands with prayer, that 
they which were ſo taught and 
inſtructed , might receive 
ſtrength of Gods Spirit, ſo to 
continue; ſo he. This is that 
onely which we profeſſe and 
glory to imitate, as being well 
aſſured that the fairhfull pray- 

E1S 


m | &rs of godly Paſtors and 
1; | Chriſtian Congregations can 
i | never cither be out of date, or 
[ | acceptation. ; 
) | Theſecond motive ſhall be Se. 13 
\f | the great benefit which accrues 
1 | tothe Churchof God by the 
>. | uſeof this Ordinance , which I 
1. | had rather roexpreſſe in the e- 
is. | legant and ſolid termes of lear- 
s | ned Hooker, then in my own. 
\. | By this meanes (ſaith he) it Hooker 
. . Eccleſ. pol. 
\s | came to paſle, that children in jj, 5. 66. 
;. | expectation thereof were ſea- 
- | foned with the principles of 
: | true Religion, before malice 
+ | and corrupt examples depra- 
4 | vedtheir minds, a good foun- 
+ | dation was Jaid betimes for di- 
» | recon of the courſe of their 
+ | wholelives , the feed of the 
1 | Church of God was preſerved 
1 | fincere and found, the Prelates, 
. | and Fathers of Gods family, to 
whom 
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whom the-care of their ſouls 
belonged, ſaw by triall and ex- 
amination of them , a part of 
their own heavy burden dif- 
charged , reaped comfort by 
beholding the firſt beginnings 
of true Godlineſſe in tender 
yeers , glorited him whoſe 
praiſe they found in the 
mouths of Infants, and negle- 
cted not {o fit an opportunity 
of giving every one fatherly en- 
couragement and exhortation; 
whereunto impoſition of hands 
and prayer being aaded, our 
warrant for the great good ef- 
fect thereof is the ſame which 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Prieſts, A- 
poſHes, Fathers, and menof 
God have had for ſuch their 
particular invocations and Be- 
nedictions,as no man I ſuppole 
profeſſing trurh of Religion 
will caſily think to have been 
without fruit; thus he. And 


{urely 
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ſurely theſe are ſo excellent 
fruits of this work of Confir- 
mation that we ſhall not need 
to ſeek out for more; yet I may 
not paſle over a ſcrious and im- 
porrant paſſage of a late writer, 

2 - Ay. Toh 
waoin a profitable and well ,;,1,, 
labourcd diſcourſe of the Do- Preacher 
Qrine and -praftice of Pedo. 3 "«- 
baptiſme , taking an hint from Doa:. 
Calvin ( as he well might) to andpra- 
prove the high aniiquity of Ba- Pedoo 
ptizing of Infants, by the Pri-.tifme. p. 
mitive practice of their Confir- 70:77: 
mation, which is under the * © 
name of impoſition of hands, So Prodar. 
coupled together therewit my 
and having well .made out his 
Argument by the received di- 
ſtin&tion of Catechumexs, takes 
occaſion to ſet forth that Ordi- 
nance in the Primitive inſtituti- 
on of it; recommending it with 
thoſe grave Authors foremen- 
tioned to be of fingular uſe, if 


It 
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it were reſtored to the Original 
purity ; and recounting the be- 
nefits that might ariſe there- 
from inſtanceth in theſe fol- 
lowing; by this meanes the neg- 
lected exerciſe of Catechizing 
would be brought in life and 
credit; Secondly,the unity of 
Faith would be maintained; 
Thirdly , Parents would be 
quickned up to a further care 
of the Religious - education of 
their children; Fourthly , Chil- 
dren thenſelves would be pur 
on to ſeck after knowledge; 
whereto he addeth two others 
not hinted formerly by any Au- 
thor, Fiftly,that by this means, 
perſons ignorant or ſcandalous 
might be kept out from com- 
munion with the Church inthe 
ſacred Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper; and ſo the ſtumbling 
block of mixt communion re- 
moved, Sixtly , that by this 
meancs 
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meanes, the difference of the 
times abour the formality of a 


- | Church-covenant, in receiving 
- | in of members (as they call 
;- | them) might be compremiſed 


g and taken up; there being here 
d | the ſubſtance of what is there 
f contended for , and that betier 
|; bottom'd (as he conceives) 
© | then the former: M0 which as 
© | they are exceeding weight 
f abs of ſad Cu 
- | tion, ſo, me thinks , this laſt 
t | ſhould beheld fit to be liſtned 
5 | unto by our brethren of the 
Church-way ; who may eafily 
- | ſee howby but the admiſſics of 
a truly Apoſtolicall inſtitution 
they may effect that which(nor 
without greater difficulty to be 
—_—_ )they projeR and de- 
- fire. 


ww 


- The third Motive ſhall be the Sect.14. ' 
miſchieves and. inconyeniences | 
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' which follow upon the neglet 


and want of this holy Ordi- 
nance 4 which do plainly ap 
pear (as the right ſerves to [A 
forth both it ſelf and the 
wrong) both in the privation 
of thoſe benefits which we have 
fore-ſpecified,and in the ſeizure 
of thoſe manifold evils which 
have ſenſibly enſued. 

For whiles this inſtitution is 
let fall, we ſee Catechizing of 
Children (then which nothin 
can be conceived more _ 
table and neceflary in Gods 
Church) is grown utterly out 
of faſhion. 

And what wofull diftrati- - 
ons of opinions , what horrible 
Paradoxes of contradiction to 
the Articles of Chriſtian Faith 
have been and are daily broa- 
ched to the world, what good 
heartican but tremble to conli- 
der? Certainly it was not withe - 

Out. 
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out great reaſon , that our wile 
and learned King James of 
bleſſed memory , when com- 
plaint was madeto him of the 
growth of Popery in his time, 
returned anſwer, that all this 
was for the want 'of Catechi- 
zing: For ſurely , if the youn- 
ger ſort were ſoundly ſeaſoned 
with true knowledge of the 
grounds of Religion , they 
could not be fo cafily carried 
away with cvery wind of Do- 
ctrine. | 

How cold and carelefſe arc 
Parents generally grown of 
breeding their children in a re- 
ligious way;for that they know 
they neither are, nor ſhall be c- 
ver called to any account of 
their knowledge or profici- 
ency. 

How utterly regardleſle are 
the children themſelves of fo 
muchas a verball learning the 

E 2 prin- 
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principles of Religion , which 
thall never be required of them 
tro the ſhame of their ignorance 
or unperfitnefle ; being in the 
mean time wholly taken up 
with vain toyes, and idle im- 
pertinencies® 

5, With what bold and finfull 
ignorance do tov many of the 
promiſcuous multitude thruſt 
themſelves upon Gods table? 
which might be clearly avoid- 
ed, if the prudent and Godly 
o. d:r of our Church were du- 

Rubrick |y obſerved, that none ſhould 

_ be admitted to the Communi- 

C-nfi-- On but thoſe that have been 

mation. Confirmed ; none Confirmed 

but thoſe who are able to give 
account of the Catechilme ſer 
forth by the Church , contain- 
ing the main grounds of Chri- 
ft-an Dodrine, viz. the Belief, 
the ten Commandements , the 

Lords Prayer, and the Sacra- 

ments. Laſt- 
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Laſtly, how lawlefly vicious 6. 
are the lives of too many, 
which might have been in all 
likelyhood ſomewhat reſtrai- 
ned, if in the cntring of their 
youth, they had publiquely cn- 
gaged themſelves to God and 
the Congregation, to renew 
their Baptiſmall Covenant, in 
renouncing the World, the 
Devill, and the Fleſh ; and ſo- 
lemaly promiſing to do their 
utmoſt indeayour to keep 
Gods holy Will and Com- 
mandements, and to walk in 
— ſame all the dayes of their 
les 

In the account of moſt of £:lrin #: 
theſe great inconveniences , I Li | 
am ſeconded by Maſter Calvin «. 19. 
himſelf, who plainly imputes 
to the want of this Diſcipline, 
fomuch querrell in matter of 
Belief, ſo much ignorance and 
rudeneſle in too-many , and fo 

E 3 tear- 
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fearfull diſtractions with new 
" and wilde opinions ſet abroach 
every where in the World. 

So as , whether we. confider 
the convenience and honour of 
our conformation to the Primi- 
tive Church of Chriſt , or the 
great ptofit that ariſeth from 
the due obſervation of this Or- 
dinance, or the no ſmall incon- 
yeniencies and miſchieves 
which enſue upon the negle 
of ir, we have great reaſon to 
wiſh, that it may be happily in 
the purity of it reſtored to the. 
Church of God. 


$49, 15 In themean-timelet no man 
think to choke me with the 
objection of the diſorder , and 
utter inefficacy of- this Ordi- 
nance, as it was lately wont to 
be pratiſed-in our Church, I 
may not deny that in too ma- 
ny places there was fault. e- 
| | nough 
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nough even on both parts, both 
of the giver and receiver : For NE 
the one Mr. Hooker gives Wo vote. 
grave and modeſt touch of re-1. 5. of 
proof; No, ſaith he,there is no (#7. 56-- 
cauſe we ſhould doubt of. the 
benefit, but ſurely great cauſe 
to make great complaint of the 
deepe negleR of this Chriſtian: 
duty, almoſt-with all them to 
whom by right of their place: 
and calling the ſame belong- 
eth: Let them not take it in c- 
vill part, thething is true, their: 
ſmall regard hereunto hath: 
done harm-in the Church of 
God,thus he. Neither can I bue 
juſtifie his gentle reprehenſion: 
The Fathers of the Church ge- 
acrally tailed* in- the zcalons- 
proſecution of- this ſo beneft- 
call a work-, being I ſuppoſe 
diſcouraged with either the 
coldnes or adverſnes of reo ma 
ny of their charges into who& 

E 4 thoug 
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thoughts ſome otherwiſe affe- 
cd teachers had inſtilled a 
Krong prejudice againſt this 
inſtitution z hereupon having 
eyc enough-to their own peace, 
they were content filently to: 
tet fall the frequent and regular 
performance of that which 
their hearts allowed. ; after- 
wards, in. the beginning of - 
King Fames his Reign, they 
were quickend with this Syno- 
dical] Conſtitution.: Foral(- 
much as-it hath been. a ſolemn 
ancient and laudable cuſtome 
in the Church of God,continu- 
ed from the Apoſtles times, 
that all Biſhops ſhould lay 
their hands upon children Bap- 
rized and inſtrafted in the Ca- 


techiſme of the Chriſtian Relt- 


gion, praying over them , and 
bleſſing them, which we com- 
monly call-Confirmation, and 
thar'this holy ation hath-been 

AcC- 
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accuſtomed in the Church in 
former ages, to be performed 
inthe Biſhops viſitation every 
third ycar; we will and appoint 
that every Biſhop, or his Suf- 
fraganc in his accuſtomed Vi- 
ſiration, do in his own Perſon 
carefully obſerve the ſaid cu- 
ſtome, &c. Upon this Canon, 
the Biſhops generally were not 
indiligent in performing this 
part of their C_ inſomuch 
as had there been a correſpon- 
dent forwardneſle, both in the 
people, and in their Bre- 
thren of the Miniſtery (who are 
by the Canon charged withthe 
care of preparing and procu- 


$1 


ring the preſentation of ſuch £#.& 


perſons as are meet to be ad- 
mitted to Confirmation) this 
ſervice had certainly been ac- 
compliſhed with good effeR, 
and was. by divers of them 
done accordingly. 

E 5 But 


(onſtir. 
Can. 61, 
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there wanted not who ſugpeſt- 
it to be a piece of Picty to dif- 
like and ; this (which they 
termed a Superſtitious) Cere- 
mony; ſoas now there wanted 
heads on which hands ſhould 
be impoſed : Whiles yet in 
ſome places of the remoter Di- 
oceſles, this Epiſcopall Bene- 
dition was (in the other cx- 
tream) fought wich ſo. too 
much heat, as that it was not 
poſlible to be given otherwile 
then in a breathlefle and tw- 
multuary way, as I formerly 
intimated. 

It is not then for us to ſay 
how an holy ſervice is perform- 
ed, but how it ſhould be; what 
errors paſſcin any Godly ad- 
miniſtrations , ought nor ſo 
much 


"Bat ſoon ' after , diviſions F 
-grew on, the Authority of Ec- } 
clefiaſticall Superiors began to 
abate in the minds of men, and 1 
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| F muchto diſgrace theARj/agto * 
| invite an amendment z-andHer 
+ mc bc bold to ſay, that wete 
F this inſtitution carefully. and 
, | puncually acted on all parts, 
| accordingto the rules preſcri- 
, | bed by the Church of England, 
. | there could be no doubt of a 
| | plentifull bleſſing from heaven 
| | to be powred down upon that 
, | fo Sacred and Religious Or- 
, | dinance. 

Wherefore dear Brethren, 
. | laying afade all unjuſt preju- 
, | - dice that may ariſe , cither 
, | fromthe perſons intereſted, or 
from the abuſe of the thing, 
, | or diſcontinuance of the pra- 
| Rice, let us reſolve both re- 
yerently to eſteem, and hum- 
, | blyro ſubmit to an Inſtitu- 
tion, no lefſe then Apoſto- 
licall , and expe the Hea- | 
venly Benedition of an <] 


2 4 4 ' Impoſition 49 , 
TR "who is the great Biſhop of 


our ſoules ; to whom with 
the Father and the Holy 
' Spirit beall Praiſe, 
- Honour, .and 
Glory, for c- 
Vcrmore, 
Amen. 
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